Business Law – ASSIGNMENT #1 A short aide de memoire
Thompson Rivers and I want you to succeed.
Boilerplate. 
· I believe scanning the following materials may enhance your assignment grade. 
· No PDFs or photographs please... Cannot enter feedback on the document. 
· Please put your name on your assignments!
· The assignments provide a suggested number of words to obtain a good mark. You can of course provide less but that comes at a cost of less research and that makes “the challenge” for full marks more difficult. If you find you’ve gone over the suggest word count - not a problem for me—if you have something important to say--- say it! 
· Marks are based on the quality of the submission, not the quantity of the words.
Case Study- How To!
You will find “the process” set out on this site- see “THE CASE STUDY PROCESS (USING THE TOOLS)”

Part of the materials regarding the case study process I have taken extracts from “Power’s Case Study Analysis and Writer’s Handbook “. 
See the Book tab on the blog site!

You may find some assistance in the Research Links!
Assignment #1
There is no one required way to answer “a spot the issue(s) question”; however, the method you will use is known as the IRAC formula. 
The formula contains the following steps:
F (FACTS): 
Read the case and state the facts and nothing but the facts.
Under the I am looking for short succinct statements NOT an essay delivered in a bullet format. Do not provide your opinions or discussions at this point, only the facts. 
For those who are old enough to recall a Dragnet television series... “Just the facts ma’ am” -- Dragnet 1967 (TV Series 1967–1970) - IMDb. 
I (ISSUES): 
Identify the legal issue(s) succinctly, each in one short sentence. 
Sample wording could be: “...whether or not there has been a breach of contract...”, etc. 
Use a bullet format. Use citations where applicable. No further comments are required. I prefer that the issues generally commence with--- whether or not …
There’s no fixed number of issues for full marks, but generally you’ll find between 4 and 6 issues with a little bit of critical thinking.
Yes,, “critical thinking”.   If in doubt, see the “CRITICAL THINKING – The 5 Steps” on this site. 
R (RULE – The Law)
Having read the text material and reflected critically on the facts of short case / scenario you’ve been provided for the assignment now ask yourself:  “...what are the legal rule(s) that apply to the issue(s)?” ... The acts, cases, regulations, and if you fail to find support for your opinions, then refer/cite to your course text. 
Need evidence to support your opinions—without the evidence/ law your discussions are just opinions and will not receive full marks!
 ID “Law” in bullet format, without analysis. Citations to be provided. 
For Example:
Legislation
Supreme Court Civil Rules, BC REG 168/2009
Sale of Goods Act, RSBC 1996, c 410 and the Occupiers Liability Act
Etc...
Relevant Precedents that Guide Reasoning
1. Contractual Agreement
a. Clifford v Flores et al. (2004)
Etc...
The question then becomes … “where can I “research”?”
I have uploaded some “rough notes” I believe will help you get underway – “Legal Research Links”
I have found Google helpful. 
A Negligence issue? Take a moment and access Google. Enter in the word negligence cases …  you’ll find suitable “Law” for your position.
This is only a supplement to the materials on our course site (BC laws etc.) … If if you have time and interest
It is not difficult.
A (Critical ANALYSIS) 
Apply reflective thought and critical analysis to the facts and the application of the law. (This is where the money is!!!) 
For example, if the tort of negligence was an issue, e.g., “...whether or not there was negligence...” … you would provide a discussion proving or disproving there was 1) a duty owed, 2) that a breach of that duty took place, 3) and that as a result, damages flowed – three essential elements of negligence.  Can you find a case.  or cases ... similar facts?
Essay format, demonstrate reflective thought and the facts of the cases as you provided above and “weave in the law” to support your opinions. 
I would anticipate if the suggested word count was 1000 words, at least 400 words would be Provided. Succinct discussion; again,, in essay format! 
C (CONCLUSION – Findings/Recommendation/Conclusions): 
In succinct, short sentences, state your findings for each issue. An “executive summary” of a few short sentences containing the key points supporting your position for each of the issues, is expected.
For example: “ISSUE 1    I find there was negligence on the part of X as they breached the duty of care as in.  Donoghue v Stevenson (1932, UK):  Specifically,” (shortsentence here). 
Then move on to Issue 2. etc... 
-----
Keep a Journal of your learning throughout the course.  Valuable exercise for the exam --- you will be allowed to take your learning journal into the Final Exam. 
HINT... In your journal … good practice to ID the elements of the laws covered in each assignment. E.G. Negligence = duty... breach... damage flowed. 
During the course I’m hoping you will demonstrate organized mind and a reflective approach... 

Now “a word” re AcademicIntegrity.
You are responsible to know what kinds of behaviours are not acceptable in your academic work (known as “departures”).
For example:
· copying another student’s work,  
· buying or stealing assignments or answer keys,  
· submitting work that is not your own (created by generative Artificial Intelligence [AI] without permission), and 
· using someone else’s work in your assignment without acknowledging it,  
are all departures from academic integrity. 
Again, Thompson Rivers and I want to see you succeed!
Hope you find this aide de memoire helpful... I have provided similar but shorter aide de memoir(s) for the remaining assignments.  
You may find them worth reading, if you have the time and interest. 
Again, these materials are not part of the course but only supplements that I provide as courtesy. 

